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General 
I will be a guest/ PhD at Vrije 
Universiteit Amsterdam. How can I 
apply for accommodation? 

You will receive an application form by email. You 
can only apply for accommodation arranged via 
Vrije Universiteit if your nationality is from outside 
the Netherlands.  

What is the difference between 
the short stay and the long stay 
housing? 

Short stay housing has a maximum rental period of 12 
months. Short stay rooms are available for Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam guests/ visitors/ PhD students, while long stay 
housing (max. rent 5 years) is only meant for the PhD 
students who are taking their doctoral degree at Vrije 
Universiteit Amsterdam. 

Can I apply for both short stay 
and long stay housing? 

Only PhD students can apply for both types of housing at 
the same time.  

When should I apply for 
housing? 

We advise guests to apply for housing as soon as possible. 
Please note that sometimes there is a waiting list as all of 
the short stay rooms are fully booked. 

I was placed on a waiting list for 
the long stay housing. How long will it 
take to get an offer? 

Please, note that it might take up to couple of years to get a 
long stay 
offer. This is why we advise our PhD students to apply 
for the long stay as early as possible. 

Can I choose the room by 
myself? 

On the application form you are asked to indicate your 
preferences. Based on this information we will do our 
best to assign you the room 
that matches your expectations. 

The housing corporation sent 
me an invoice for the 
administration fee of €152. 
However, I have already paid the 
housing fee to Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam. Are these fees the 
same? 

No, these are 2 separate payments. Read more about the 
Housing Fee here. 
 

What is the difference between 
single and double studio? 

Most of the studios that we offer are single ones. Therefore 
it is not allowed to live there with your partner. 
However, there is a number of double studios available that 
are bigger studios with a double bed. Should you be 
interested in this type of room you can indicate this on 
your application form. 

http://www.vu.nl/en/Images/Explanation%20housing%20fee_tcm12-
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Can my partner stay with me in 
my single studio? 

No, single studios are meant for one person only. 
Obviously, short visits are allowed; however, this does not 
mean that you could live with someone else in the single 
studio. 

Is a housing fee actually a deposit? Will 
I get it back? 

No, you are not receiving the housing fee back. Only if you 
canceled your housing application before one-month due 
to notice period your housing fee will be refunded. 

How much do I need to pay 
before the arrival? 

The housing corporation will send you an email regarding 
the first payment. You will be asked to pay the 
administration fee as well as the rent of 3 months (1

st 

month and 2 last months of your contract). 

I cannot afford guest housing. 
Can I apply for the student 
room? 

Student rooms are meant for students only and most of the 
time they are fully booked. You can always indicate your 
budget limitation.  

Are you allowing families with 
kids? 

Yes, we have a limited number of studios meant for families 
with children. Please, have a look at “Atrium” building.  

When can I get my key? DUWO is open on Monday  from 8.30 -17.00. And Tuesday 
to Friday from 12.00 -17.00. If you arrive during the 
weekend, you will have to book an additional hotel/ hostel 
room. 

          h  
  

Where can I find the DUWO 
office? 

DUWO Office Amsterdam 
Uilenstede 108, 1183 AM AMSTELVEEN 

Can I have a pet in my 
room? 

No. 

Dates/ Contract 
Can I shorten my contract? Yes, after your arrival you can decide to shorten your 

contract. Please, contact  accommodation@vu.nl at least 
one month in advance. 

Can I move in earlier than the 
starting date of my contract? 

No, this is not possible. You can contact the  
accommodation department to ask for an earlier starting 
date of your contract.  

Cancellation 
Can I stop my rental contract? Yes, you can terminate your rental contract with an one 

month due to notice period. 
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