
 

 

Cum laude  

If the PhD candidate has demonstrated outstanding competence in the dissertation, then the 
distinction Cum laude may be awarded. According to the doctoral regulations, each member of the 
doctoral committee evaluating the manuscript must state in a reasoned manner whether and why 
the dissertation belongs to the top 5% of publications in the relevant field of study.  

If almost all committee members are convinced that the dissertation is among the top 5% of 
publications in the relevant field of science, the dean shall appoint two external referees as soon as 
possible, on the recommendation of the supervisor. 

 

Assessment by referees 
The dean (head of the Department at the Faculty of Science) appoints two referees based on the 
proposal of the supervisor. The referees then receive an invitation to download the manuscript, 
review it and give a motivated assessment (within four weeks) whether or not to award the cum 
laude distinction. The manuscript can be downloaded and reviewed by clicking on the link in the 
corresponding email.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


