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The VU Honours Programme for SBE students 
The Honours Programme offers several advantages to our students. Only a select group of motivated, talented 

students can participate in the programme. The programme draws upon the expertise of our top faculty 

members. Special courses are developed, that are only accessible to honours students. These courses are 

characterized by small classes (10-20 students), a high degree of teacher-student interaction and for free (no 

extra charge of tuition fees).  

 

All honours courses you pass appear as extracurricular courses on your BSc diploma. Upon successfully 

completing the entire programme, you receive a special BSc diploma stating that you have participated in the VU 

Honours Programme, and that you have completed your BSc degree within three years, with an average of at 

least 7.5 for your BSc courses and with an increased study load of 30 EC of honours courses. A successful 

completion of the Honours Programme is a nice addition to your CV and increases your future opportunities for 

follow-up studies, e.g., your chances to enter one of our top international research master programmes (MPhil), 

possibly leading to a future PhD.  

 

Immediate Benefits for Honours Students 
Looking to get in contact with companies and gain practical experience? 

Major (international) companies in The Netherlands regularly invite honours students to special in-house activities 

and workshops. like the KPMG Madrid Business Experience for example. Being an honours student and 

participating in these activities will help prepare you for your future professional career and make you stand out 

from the crowd to your future employer! 

 

Looking to participate in other academic activities? 

The honours program is a means by which you can explore your own interests. You can partcipate in 

masterclasses and academic programs, for example a leadership or public speaking program, that are offered to 

honours students only. This allows you to develop your talents, acquire new skills, and broaden your horizon. 

 

Looking to expand your network? 

As an honours student you will meet students of different faculties, disciplines, and universities that are as 

motivated and talented as you are. Honours student association Extensus organizes social events for the 

honours community. Besides, you will get in contact with professionals and experts through guest lectures, whom 

have more time and personal attention for you in the smaller honours classes. This enlarges and diversifies your 

network. 

 

Looking for an experience abroad? 

The VU International Office ranks honours students higher than regular students when they are processing 

applications to go on exchange. Moreover, as an honours student you can participate in the prestigious 

Netherlands-Asia Honours Summerschool, that also counts for 6 ECTS. Doing an honours program allows you to 

take part in this international experience, or helps you get into the prominent universities and popular destinations 

for exchange! 
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Get a taste of the Honours Programme 
First year students bachelor’s students who have passed all courses of periods 1 and 2 with an average of at 

least 7.5 are eligible to try an Honours course during the 2nd semester of your first year (limited places available). 

If you are likely to meet these criteria and you are interested in joining the programme, please send in the 

application form before 1 December (this is before you passed these courses, so be confident in your own 

abilities). The exact date of the information meeting and the enrollment procedure will be announced on the 

website of VU Honours Programme. 

When you decide to apply for the Honours Programme after passing this course, this course will count within your 

Honours Programme if you get accepted. Even if you do not continue, it appears on your diploma.  

 

Structure and Final Attainment Level 
The following table summarizes the requirements to fullfill the 30 credits of the SBE Honours Programme. 

2 SBE honours courses 12 credits 

2 Interdepartmental honours courses 12 credits 

1 HP elective or Research-Assistantship  6 credits 

 

An indication of the programme contents can be found by following the link: 

https://www.vu.nl/nl/opleidingen/overig-onderwijs/honours-programme  

 

The SBE Honours Programme (HP) Roadmap: 

 

 
Period 1  
Sep-Oct 

Period 2  
Nov-Dec 

Period 3  
Jan 

Period 4  
Feb-Mar 

Period 5  
Apr-May 

Period 6  
Jun 

First year   VU Info 
Session Nov 
for taking HP 
course in 2nd 
semester 

  Option to take 
interdiscipliner
ay VU HP 
course 

Option to take 
interdiscipliner
ay VU HP 
course 

VU Try Out 
Class 
Enrollment VU 
HP courses * 

     Deadline 
December 1 
Application for 
taking HP 
course in 2nd 
semester 

      Deadline May 
1 Application 
HP  
(to enter or to 
continue)  

  

Second year   VU Try Out 
Class Dec 
Enrollment VU 
HP courses * 

      VU Try Out 
Class 
Enrollment VU 
HP courses * 

              

Third year   VU Try Out 
Class Dec 
Enrollment VU 
HP courses * 

      Graduation 
with special 
BSc Diplom 
highlighting the 
HP 

              

* Enrolment in Interdepartmental VU HP courses of the next semester takes place just after each info session, 

enrolment in SBE courses takes place through VUnet similar to regular SBE courses.  

https://www.vu.nl/nl/opleidingen/overig-onderwijs/honours-programme/application/index.aspx
https://www.vu.nl/nl/opleidingen/overig-onderwijs/honours-programme
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Application to the VU Honours Programme 
If you are motivated to participate in this programme and you feel you are qualified, then you can register for 

enrolment by filling out the application form before May 1 of your first year. Your application has to include the 

following material: 

• a letter of motivation directed to the coordinator of the SBE Honours Programme Dr. Harold Houba, 
together with 

• your resume, 
• list of grades and the grade average of all courses passed so far. 

Your letter of motivation should be written in English, should be no more than 1.5 pages (A4) and should contain 

the following information: 

• motivation for participation in the Honours Programme. 
• what Honours courses of the VU Honours Programme arouse your interests, 
• what you hope to achieve by participating in the Honours Programme. 
• why you think you have it to complete the Honours Programme successfully. In this respect, take also 

into account any other plans you might have beside your studies, such as studying abroad for a while or 
participation in the board of a student society, etc. 

On basis of the material received, the selection board will conditionally admit the best students. The faculty 

aims at the top 5-10% of students. Final selection takes place when all grades for all first-year courses have been 

published, which is typically the end of August. The admittance criterion is: 

all first-year courses passed with a grade average of at least 7.5 (subject to exceptions) .  

 

We hope to meet you in the VU Honours programme! 

Additional information 
If you have further questions with respect to the VU Honours programme or the enrolment procedure, you can 

mail to Honoursprogramma.SBE@vu.nl.  
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