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Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

20 October 1880 VU was founded;  

as a private university.  
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Founder VU:

Abraham Kuyper

(1880)
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Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

MISSIONMISSION

> Free of state, free of church, free of 

commercial interests

> Coming from society, and w orking

for society
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5 students

3 Departments:

> Theology

> Languages

> Law

5 professors
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George Puchinger

(1921-1999)

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

HISTORY1965HISTORY1965

Honorary Doctorate for Prince 

Bernard and Martin Luther King, at 

17e lustrum of VU.

8 Presentatie

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

Johann Sebastian Bach 

(1685-1750)
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Bach with his family at 

morning devotion. 
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Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

Frida Boccara
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZgx7Kj_LJA

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

Jacques Loussier
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Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

Louis van Dijk, Thijs van 

Leer, Roger van Otterloo, 

Chris Hinze
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Louis van Dijk
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Program overview

• 13.30 ‘Meet and Greet’ in Foyer. Registration-desk near 
Auditorium.

• 14.00 Welcome in Auditorium by prof. dr. Fons
Trompenaars and dr. Sylvia van de Bunt-Kokhuis, co-
directors SLCRE.

• 14.30 Portrait of dr. Johan Ferrier (1910-2010, 
www.johanferrierfonds.nl), first president of Suriname and 
servant to the Surinam communities across cultures, by Joan 
Ferrier, director of E-Quality, www.e-quality.nl.

• 14.50 Transfer to workshop rooms.

Symposium Workshops
WORKSHOP I (BV OH 53):  Joke van der Leeuw-Roord and MirjamZeilmaker (Intercultural 

dialogue across histories; case study Eastern Europe)

WORKSHOP II (HG-O1- A10):  prof. dr. George Harinck (Documentary on life and work of dr 
George Puchinger, first director of the Historical Documentation Centre for Dutch 
Protestantism HDC

WORKSHOP III (HG-1G-10): drs. Ir. Ria Stoop-Quist (Life and work of Mahatma Gandhi)

WORKSHOP IV (BV-OH-54): Ronald Kroeze and Sjoerd Keulen (Dutch leadership in 
business and politics in the 20st century; servant-leadership and the benefits of historical 
awareness)

WORKSHOP V: (HG-1G-11)  dr. Vincent Pieterse (From artist-as-leader to leader-as-artist. 
The Dutch Beat poet and performer Simon Vinkenoog as example of leadership in 
contemporary organizations)

WORKSHOPVI (HG-1G-13): dr. Inge Nuijten (History of servant-leaders(hip and implications
for organizitions)
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Program overview (cont.)

16.10 COFFEE & TEA BREAK and TIMELINE EXERCISE in Foyer near 
Auditorium

16.45 The history of Tata leadership in India, by Vasudevan Rajagopalan, 
Regional HR Manager– Benelux, Tata Consultancy Services.

17.10 Panel meeting of minds and hearts. How  to connect past, present and 
future and how  to learn from each other? Kick-off presentation ‘Institutional 
leadership: some historical observations’ follow ed by a panel discussion 
w ith students, w orkshop leaders and the audience, by dr. Bram Boxhoorn, 
Director of the Atlantische Commissie in The Hague. 

17.50 Closure and review  of the day’s event , VU and its historical identity; a 
call for servant-leadership, by prof. dr. George Harinck.

18.00 Refreshments in Foyer

SLCRE Symposia Series

• 13 April 2010    SL across Cultures

• 22 Nov. 2010    SL across (higher) Education

• 2 May 2011       SL across Disciplines

• 3 Oct. 2011 SL across Cyberspace

• 27 April 2012    SL across History

• Autumn 2012   SL across the Orient

Dr. Johan Ferrier 

(1910-2010)
Giving Back


