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NomineesFSS Research Awards
Every year, the Facultyof SocialSciences grantsthree research 

awards: a masterthesis award, a dissertationaward anda 

research award. The winners will be announcedon Friday 20 

January, at the TalmaEvent.

FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES



NomineesFSS (junior) Research Award
The FSS Research Award aimsto bring the most appealing, promisingandoriginalresearch 
achievementsinto the spotlight. Eachacademicdepartmentof the FSS maynominateone
candidate. Thisyearthe FSS Research Award will begrantedto a junior research talent.



Tijs van den Broek (OrganizationSciences)

Tijs van den Broek is aninterdisciplinaryandengagedorganizationscientistwhostrivesto impact 

scienceandpracticebybridgingdisciplines, methods, andstakeholders insideandoutside

academia.

His research interestsinclude: 1) online formsof organizing, suchas symbolicprotest mobilization, 

peer-to-peer fundraising, andmediationin (polarized) online discussions, 2) thesocialevaluationof 

organizationson socialmedia, suchas judgmentsrelatedto organizationallegitimacy, reputation, 

andauthenticity, and3) thegovernanceof data collaborationsandecosystems.

Methodologically, he advocates anopen, team-based, andinterdisciplinaryperspectiveon research 

andemploysmultiple methods, suchas networkanalysis, experiments, database analyses andcase 

studies, to graspthedynamicsof online socialnetworks. For example, he has collaboratedwith

computer scientiststo developmachine learningalgorithmsto measuresocialconcepts, suchas 

perspective-taking, basedon text.
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AndreuCasas(Communication Science)

AndreuCasasis a computationalsocialscientistworkingon politicalcommunication, public 

policy, andlegislativepolitics. The substantivegoal of his research is to build a better

understandingof the policymaking process, broadlyspeaking, in the current digital society.

His research in politicalcommunicationandpublic policy looks at how socialmedia has 

shapedcollectiveaction dynamics; how socialmovements, interest groups, political

parties, andthe public, usepublic communicationsto influencethe politicalagenda; the

role of (social) media in increasing/amelioratingpolarization; andthe regulationof political

speech on socialmedia. His research on legislativepolitics looks at the conditionsunder

whichlegislatorsandpartiesinfluencepolicy through lessprominent (e.g. amendments) 

andmore informal (e.g. bundlinglegislation) mechanisms.

In all his research he develops/appliesnovelcomputationalmethods(text-as-data and

images-as-data) that allowhim to unlockimportant (classic andnew) research questions

that couldnot be answeredotherwise.
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Yarin Eski (Political Science and Public Administration)

YarinEski is anexceptionallyactiveresearcher with remarkablesocietalimpact. His 

research output is highlyaboveaverageandof consistentlyhigh quality. Besides14 articles

in goodjournals, he has published2 monographs: a book on genocide anda biographyof 

anarms dealer. He has developedhis own research line on the governanceof crime andis 

or has been involvedin variouscommissionedresearch projectsin this field.

¸ŀǊƛƴΩǎresearch is valuedandusedby fellow academicsas well as bypractitionersfrom

relevant public organizations. He is alsoanoften-invited expert in the media. Oneexample: 

Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ά±ŀƴ ±ŜǊƘŀƭŜƴ ƴŀŀǊ ±ŜǊōŀƭŜƴέ ƻƴ the failingpolicy againstdrugs-relatedcrime in 

the port areasof the greaterAmsterdam regionwas the topic of a Nieuwsuuritem, has 

been referred to by Minister of JusticeGrapperhaus, andhas been presentedto the mayors

of Amsterdam, Velsen, andZaanstad. With this profile, Yarinis crucialfor.ϧtΩǎstrong 

applied-research record in the field of security & resilience.
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Tara Fiorito(Sociology)

Tara Fioritois anambitiousandthrivingsociallyengagedsociologistconcernedwith describing, 

understanding, andtacklingdifferent formsof exclusionandenhancingsocietalinclusionand

resiliencebycocreatingknowledgeandsocietalimpact with diverse societalstakeholders and

communities.

Sheworkson qualitativeresearch on, for, andwith undocumentedimmigrant youth(andtheir

families) in theNetherlands. Basedon qualitative, creative, andparticipatoryresearch methodsand

the intensive involvementof societalpartners, thisresearch has theambitionto contributeto the

societalinclusionandresilienceof undocumentedyouthin theNetherlands andthe inclusive

capacityandresilienceof Dutch institutionsandorganisations.

Central to her research are the different (explicit andimplicit) formsof exclusionthat

undocumentedyouthexperiencein theNetherlands andhowsociety (andorganisationswithin

society) cancontributeto andprofit fromthesocietalinclusionof thisgroup. In her research, she

attemptsto identifyinstitutionalbarriersto the inclusionof undocumentedyouthto develop

strategiesthat contributeto their inclusion. On top of this, sheseeksto strengthenthe resilience, 

talents, wishes, narratives, andfuture perspectivesof theyouthsto further increasetheadaptive, 

innovative, andinclusivecapacityof Dutch social, educational, governmental, andcommercial 

organisationsandinstitutions.
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LuisaSchneider (SocialandCulturalAnthropology)

LuisaSchneider is interestedin researchinghowmarginalizedgroupsreconfigurepoliticaland

judicialsystems. Becausemiddle-incomegroupsare at increasedrisk of becominghouseless, she

beganresearchingprecariouslyhousedpeoplein theNetherlands, wheresocialrentalandfree-

market dynamicscollide, andskyrocketingpricesdrive medium earnersfromcities.

Her research focuseson howthe fundamentalrightsto privacy, protectionfor relationshipsand

families, custodyof children, health, safetyor politicalparticipationdependon housing. She

analyzesthe individualandsocietalconsequencesof houselessnessandtheassociatedrestrictions

on basic rights.

Sheconducted3 1/2 yearsof ethnographicfieldwork whereshelivedwith houselesspeopleon 

their termsin Germany. There, shealsoadvisedpoliticians, practitionersandpolicymakers about

thissubject. Sheuncoveredthat risingrents, speculation, andhousingshortagesspurdisputesover 

basic rights, socialneedsandgovernmentpromises, whichfeed mistrust andpopulismandtest 

European democracies. Her workinvestigateshowtheeverydayactions of affectedpeoplereshape

society, socialcohesion, lawanddemocracy. It shows theneedfor imperativesto develop

solutions, mitigateantagonismandsecure thedemocraticcontract.
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NomineesFSS DissertationAward
The FSS DissertationAward seeksto increasethe high qualityof empiricalresearch in the
broadfield of socialsciences. The grantingof the FSS DissertationAward is open to all FSS 
former PhD studentsthat defendedtheir dissertationsin the past two yearsat the faculty.



Sarah van Duijn (OrganizationSciences)
Promoters: Sierk Ybema& Henk Nies

Collaborationis essentialto workingwith colleagues, negotiatingwith partners, andaddressing

complex societalissues. However, collaborationis complex dueto challengesin (re)arranging

interactionacrossorganizational, sectoral, andhierarchicalboundaries. In thisdissertation, Sarah van 

Duijn examinesthedynamicsof collaborativegovernancefollowinga large healthcarereform that

spansthehealth andsocialcare sectors.

Her empiricalanalysis providesnew insightsinto the interplaybetweendifferent formsof boundary

work. First, it underlinesthevalueof adoptinganinterpretiveandprocessualapproach forstudying

collaborativegovernance. Second, it furtherdevelopsthe interconnectednessbetweendifferent 

forms(i.e., decentralandcentral) of boundarywork. Third, thedissertationexplainshowdifferent 

formsof boundarywork, andtheenduringtensionsin collaborativegovernance, canbemutually

informative. Thisunearthsa new form of boundarywork: counter-configurationalboundarywork, a 

term for the responses of decentralactors to theconfiguringactions of centralactors.

Read the dissertation here.
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AdaneGebeyehu(SocialandCulturalAnthropology)
Promoter: Jan Abbink

Climatechange representsa profoundchallengeto the livesof (agro-)pastoralists, whoare acutely

dependenton naturalresources. Adaptingto climatechange is important formaintaininglivelihoods

andensuringsustainabledevelopment. In thisdissertation, Adanestudies how(agro-)pastoralistsof 

theNyangatomdistrict in theOmoValley (Ethiopia) have adaptedto climatechange andhowlarge-

scaledevelopment projectshave influencedtheiradaptationeffortsandoverall food security.

AdaneGebeyehutakes theperspectiveof the pastoralists, whoface anextremelycomplicated

situation. Thisarea was subject to rapidagriculturaldevelopment (mostlyto produce biofuel), and

dam construction, which, combinedwith climatechange, left little room forsustainableuseof 

pastoralresources. The Nyangatompastoralistsintegratetraditional knowledgeof weather, seasonal

vegetationcover, peaceandsecurity, animaldiseases, andlivestock physicalstatus in theirgrazing

decisions. The Nyangatomarea has development potentialfor the (agro-)pastoralistsif theyare 

empowered to solvevast seasonalfodderdeficits.

Read the dissertation here.
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Lisa Marie Kraus (Sociology)
Promoter: Maurice Crul

For decades, researchershave studiedhowpeoplewith a migrationbackground integrateinto

ethnicmajoritysocieties. Nowthat theethnicmajorityhas becomea localnumericalminority, Lisa 

Marie Kraus'sdissertationflipsthequestion: howdo peoplewithout a migrationbackground 

integrateinto majority-minoritycontexts?

Sheanswersthisresearch question in fourempiricalchapterswhichare basedon data stemming 

froma richmix of quantitativeandqualitativemethods: a large-scaleinternationalsurvey (n = 

2,457), semi-structuredface-to-face interviews (n = 20) anda vignettesurvey experiment (n = 364). 

The outcomesshow thatbygoingbeyondmerelypolarisedreactions, the integrationof people

without a migrationbackground is more complex thanpreviouslyassumed. Integration dependson 

socio-economicbackground plus previousexperiencewith diversity, anddoes nothappen without 

furthereffort. The employmentof socialstrategiesis necessaryto becomeanintegratedinsider in 

spacesin whichthisgroupis a minority.

Read the dissertation here.
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William (Liam) Stephens (PoliticalScience& Public Administration)
Promoter: Hans Boutellier

Over thepast decades, manytargetedpolicy strategiesforcounteringextremism(CVE) have shown

allkinds of weaknessesandside effects, especiallyforalreadymarginalizedcitizens. Awareness of 

these seriousdownsides led to a wholebranchof more genericsocialstrategiesaimedat the

prevention of violent extremism(PVE). Yet, tacklingor preventingradicalisationin education(PVE-

E) is oneof the most notableandpromisingfruitsof thisbranch.

In his dissertation, William Stephens analyses thecentralnotionƻŦ ΨōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ resilienceΩ towards

extremismin a systematicandthought-provocativeway. Basedon carefulmethodologyand

meticulousargumentation, Stephens tracesthedifferent waysof thinking aboutresilienceto

radicalisationthatexistsamongpolicy-makers andpractitioners. It is thenconcludedthat tracing

out these different perspectivescanlaythe foundation fora deeperdiscussionon these issues 

amongstpeoplecomingfromdifferent standpointsin order to informbetter formalandnon-formal

PVE-E practices.

Read the dissertation here.
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NomineesFSS Johannes van der Zouwen
Master Thesis Award

The Johannes van der ZouwenMasterthesis Award is the prizefor the best master'sthesis 
in the field of socialscienceresearch. The master thesis has to begradedwith a minimum 

of 8 andhas to becompletedandgradeda maximum of 1 yearbeforethe submissiondate. 
Eachmaster programmeof FSS maynominatea thesis.



Eline van der Beek

Master: Communication Science

Title: VotertǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜΩǎ 

PersonalityTraits: Researching the Role of Masculinity 

and Femininity as a cue for Stereotyping of Political 

Candidates.

Supervisor: Alberto López Ortega
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Robbert Dillema

Master: SocialandCulturalAnthropology

Title:ά¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜǎǘέΥ ¢ŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƻǊǎ 

among youth in the nets of neoliberal confinement

Supervisor: LuisaT. Schneider
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Tom Kiel

Master: PoliticalScience

Title: Community-supported agriculture as a means 

toreconnect people to nature: A natural quasi-

experiment

Supervisor: Joshua Maiyo
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Tessa Leegwater

Master: Culture, Organization& Management

Title: When friendship becomes a must: 

Exploringworkplace friendship in a culture of fun 

through the lens of biopower

Supervisor: PatriziaHoyer
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Marjolein Nillessen

Master: Policy, Communication & Organisation

Title:ϦhƘ bƻΣ ²Ƙŀǘ ²ƛƭƭ ¢ƘŜȅ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ƻŦ aŜΚέ ! aŜǘŀ-

Analytical Review of Reputational Concern & 

(Dis)Honesty

Supervisor: Annika Nieper
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Danique de Rijk

Master: SocietalResilience

Title: Smugglingknowledge, policingΨƘŀōƛǘǳǎΩ and

pioneeringinnovation: A studyon the Public 

Prosecutor, socialinnovation& learning-led maritime

policingof drug smuggling

Supervisor: YarinEski
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